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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 
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login script 
network host 



A method for centrally managing plural network 
interfaced with a network host, the method 
le steps of: 

Lng a login script at a network client, the 
calling a login routine associated with the 
that operationally manages the configuration 



of the network client; 



install 
routine, the: 
client ; 

using & 



mg a start-up routine with the login 
start-up routine associated with the network 



start-up routine to determine the operating 
system of t|ie network client; and 

managing the start-up of the network client with the 
start-up routine according to the operating system of the 
network client. 

2. The method according to Claim 1 wherein the 
managing the start-up step further comprises the steps 
Of: 

directing the network client to install 
predetermined local utilities; and 

diredting the network client to load predetermined 
network utilities. 



3 . 



comprising the steps of : 



init 



and 



The method according to Claim 1 further 



Lating a login routine with the login script; 



using the login routine to initiate the start-up 
routine on the network client. 
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4 . The 
login routine 



method according to Claim 3 wherein the 
resides on the network host . 



5. The / method according to Claim 3 wherein the 
start-up routine resides on the network client. 

6. Thi method according to Claim 1 wherein the 
operating system comprises one of either Windows NT or 
Windows 95. 

7. Thle method according to Claim 2 wherein the 
start-up rbutine installs the predetermined local 
utilities according to launch manager values. 

8 . Tljie method according to Claim 7 further 
comprising the step of setting launch manager values with 
a launch manager. 
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9. A method for centrally managing plural network 
clients interfaced with a network host, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

initiating a login script at a network client; 
automatically calling a login routine, the login 
routine operationally managing the configuration of the 
network clienti; 

using the login routine to install a start-up 
routine on ths network client; and 

automatically calling the start-up routine, the 
start-up routine operationally managing the start-up of 
c lient . 



the network 



The 



10 . 

start-up 
client by 

directi 
predetermine 

directi 
network util 



method according to Claim 9 wherein the 
ine manages the start-up of the network 
orming a method comprising the steps of: 
ng the network client to install 
local utilities; and 
the network client to load predetermined 
ties . 



roit 
pe rf 



mg 



11. The method according to Claim 10 wherein the 
login routine manages the configuration of the network 
client by p/erf orming a method comprising the steps of: 

gathering system information; 

creating standard directories; 

determining the operating system of the network 



client ; 

instal 



Ling default applications; and 



establishing a desktop configuration. 



AUS0 1:268 126.1 



ATTORNEY'S DOCKET 
34-98-001CIP 
(014208 - 1498) 



34 



PATENT APPLICATION 



12 . The 
establishing 
step of 



method according to Claim 11 wherein the 
a desktop configuration step comprises the 
ing the launch manager. 



install 

13 . The method according to Claim 12 wherein the 
login routini resides on the network server. 



14 . The 
launch manac e 



15 



method according to Claim 12 wherein the 
r resides on the network client. 



method according to Claim 12 wherein at 
least one /network client has a Windows 95 operating 
system. 

i 

e method according to Claim 15 wherein at 
network client has a Windows NT operating 
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17. A | system for central management of plural 
network clients interfaced with a network host, each 
network clie|nt having an operating system, the system 
comprising : 

a start-up routine associated with each network 
client, the /start-up routine operational to determine the 
network cliient operating system, and to direct network 
clients to install predetermined local utilities, the 
start-up routine further operational to direct network 
clients to load predetermined network utilities; and 

a logijn routine associated with each network client, 



the login 
routine , 



routine operational to install the start-up 
:o determine the network client operating 
system, aiid to direct network clients to establish a 
desktop configuration. 



18 . 
network 

19 . 
network 



The system according to Claim 17 wherein the 
comprises a local area network. 

The system according to Claim 17 wherein the 
comprises a wide area network. 



20 

comprising 
client , 
local uti 
start-up :: 



The system according to Claim 17 further 
a launch manager associated with each network 
tjhe launch manager operational to define the 
ities installed on each network client by the 
outine . 
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21. The system according to Claim 17 wherein each 
network cl Lent has an operating system, and wherein at 
least one network client has a Windows 95 operating 
system and! at least one network client has a Windows NT 
operating /system. 
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22. A method for establishing the configuration of 
network workstations, the method comprising: 

initiating login of one or more workstations to the 
network; 

loading a. start-up routine to the one or more 
workstations, /the start-up routine having instructions 
for workstation configuration; 

initiating operation of the start-up routine 
instructions Jwith a message sent over the network to the 
one or more workstations; and 

configuring the workstation according to the start- 
up routine ijnstruct ions , 



23. THie method of Claim 22 further comprising: 
determining an exception to the start-up routine 
instruction's for a predetermined workstation; and 

preventing the initiation of start-up routine 
instructions associated with the exception. 



24. (The method of Claim 23 wherein preventing the 
initiation of instructions further comprises sending a 
message ojrer the network to the predetermined workstation 
to identity start-up routine instructions. 

25. The method of Claim 22 further comprising: 
executing the start-up routine instructions on the 

workstation to initiate a pulse tool on the workstation; 
and 1 

moniuoring a network queue with the pulse tool to 
determine tactions for the workstation. 
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2 6 . The 
routine inst 



method of Claim 2 5 wherein the start-up 
LCtions comprise the pulse tool . 



2 7 . Th(j 
conf iguratic 
loaded witl 
comprising : 

sending 
network t<j 
applicatioi 



method of Claim 22 wherein the 
comprises an application, the application 
the start-up routine, the method further 



a message to the workstation over the 
approve or defer installation of the 
and 

deferring installation of the application if an 
approval mfessage is not returned by the workstation. 



28. /The method of Claim 27 further comprising: 
sending one or more additional messages to the 
workstation over the network to approve or defer 
installation of the application; 

tracking the number of deferrals of the 
installation; and 

sending a message to the workstation to initiate 
Lon of the application without approval after a 
predetermined number of deferrals. 



installat 
tracking 



AUS01:268126.1 



4 



Q 

y ■ 
si 



33 

ru 

Ls. 



\ 



ill x 



10 



15 



20 



ATTORNEY'S DOCKET 
34-98-001CIP 
(014208.1498) 



PATENT APPLICATION 



39 



29. A system for configuration of workstations 
associated with k network, the system comprising: 

a login topi that receives login requests from the 
workstations; a^Ld 

a start-u^ tool called by the login tool upon 
receipt of a ]jogin request, the start-up tool providing 
configuration Instructions to the workstation making the 
login request; 

wherein a/ message sent through the network to the 
workstation initiates the configuration instructions. 

30. The | system of Claim 2 9 wherein the 
configuration | instructions comprise predetermined desktop 
icons , 

31. Thef system of Claim 2 9 wherein the 
conf iguratiorl instructions comprise an application, the 
message initiating installation of the application. 
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32 . Th 
conf igurati 
pulse tool 
predetermi 
the worksta 
queue . 



ion 



ned 



system of Claim 2 9 wherein the 
instructions comprise a pulse tool, the 
for monitoring a network queue on a 
schedule to provide emergency management of 
ion based on instructions received in the 



30 



33. Thle system of Claim 32 further comprising a 
user message tool associated with the pulse tool, the 
user message tool for disseminating information 
associated v^ith emergency management detected by the 
pulse tool 
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34. The 
a text 
conf iguratior 



system of Claim 2 9 further comprising: 
tool operational to identify workstation 
exceptions, the text tool preventing 
initiation of predetermined configuration instructions by 
a workstation 



\ 



35. The system of Claim 29 further comprising: 
an information tool associated with the network, the 
information tool for disseminating information to 
10 workstations, the information tool sending a message to 
one or workstations to display information based on 
instructions stored on the workstation by the start-up 
tool . 

15 36. |The system of Claim 35 wherein the displayed 

information comprises information displayed through a 
browser . 
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37. | The system of Claim 36 wherein the displayed 
information comprises a sample screen shot of an 
installed application . 

38. The system of Claim 36 wherein the displayed 
information comprise a hot link to an intranet site. 
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